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The Census of Mountain Hawk Eagle ( Spizaetus
nipalensis )

in Taitung County
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Abstract

This research is the first year of the three-year Hodgson’ s Hawk-eagle
Spizaetus nipalensis population-monitoring project, which 1s funded by
Taiwan Forest Bureau and Taitung Forest District Office. The objective of
this project is to determine the population dynamics, distribution and
habitat characteristics of Hodgson’s Hawk-eagle in Taitung for future
research, management and conservation of this endangered species in this
area.

This survey was conducted between April and October 2004. We surveyed
all motor vehicle roads in all mountain ranges within Taitung County. When
spotted an eagle, the location of the eagle and the habitat characteristics
were plotted on a 10 km x 10 km grid map system. We also recorded the
behavior and movement coordinates of the eagles to determine their behavior
patterns.

During the study, a total of 66 eagle / event were recorded at 51
locations in 13 townships. Among the identifiable individuals, 38 of them
were adult, 13 were immature / juveniles. Two individuals were recorded
close to each other in 7 events, which might be in family formation. Based
on the Taitung Forest Type Map, we found that the eagles were most frequently
located in broadleaf forests and broadleaf / conifer mixed forests between
500 and 1000 m. Most immature and juveniles were recorded in disturbed low
hill forests while adults frequented primeval forest, which is very similar
to the age specific habitat distribution patterns found in Japanese Hodgson’ s
Hawk-eagle.

Based on our records, the eagles were most active between 10 to 11 am

of the day.
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