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The research describes traditional and contemporary hunting
practices and related ritual knowledge among the Paiwan and Rukai in Tai
Tung County. It discusses how social and cultural structural factors
affect such practices and knowledge. The research finds that, 1in
traditional times, the hunting practices among Paiwan and Rukai people
are embedded in the chiefdom tribal social organization and the
underlying spiritual beliefs 1in ancestral and animal spirits. In
traditional times, group hunting occurs within the millet growing cycle,
before millet planting in spring time and after harvesting in the fall.
Hunting, aside from providing animal food sources for the people, 1is
loaded with ritual meanings and it fulfills social function and forms
an integral part in the total social life. Hunting gains are used to
give tribute to the chiefs (vadss) and are used in funeral and other
life-cycle ceremonial occasions. In many such occasions, hunting
activities are related to in many ritualistic chants (ka7) referring to
animal spirits and the relationships between humans and animals. In the
study area, such rituals and practices form rich cultural complexes among
the Paiwan and Rukai people.

Since the Japanese colonial rule, the Paiwan and Rukai societies in
the study area had undergone drastic changes. Hunting practice also
changed along with these social and cultural changes. Changed from a
self-subsistent social and economic system to a market economy, hunting
behavior in recent years had lost its traditional socio-cultural contexts,
along with 1its ritualistic contents. Nowadays, hunting becomes

individualistic behavior and mostly for individual and economical gain.



Hunting activities are regulated by time limitations imposed by climate
(fall and winter being the most suitable hunting seasons), wage-labor
work schedule, as well as by government legislations. In recent years,
with a complexity of reasons, in the Paiwan and Rukai communities in the
study area saw the trend in social reorganization and cultural revival.
While taking advantage of new social, economic, and political situations,
people revive traditional group hunting activities during the millet
planting and harvesting time periods. These hunting activities, however,
are executed in a novel environment-political and economic ocontext than
that of the traditional societies.

The findings suggest, first of all, as a methodological principle,
hunting needs to be understood as part and parcel of the total
socio-cultural environment. Secondly, recent development in
applications of hunting for social and cultural revival purposes needs
more attentions from the management structures. A further follow-up study
of such hunting activities focusing not only on the quantity but also
om other biological aspects of the game species captured will provide
proximate evaluation of the biological status of such species in the area
and will provide basis for further implementation and revisions of the

existing management schemes.

Key words: Tai Tung County, Hunting practices, Paiwan,
Rukai, Wildlife Management
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